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So you just downloaded a .DAT fileor received a
.DAT fileasan attachment in an email.

The first thing to understand about .DAT filesisthat it indicates afile that has arbitrary data.
That meansit’s not associated with any one particular program or application. When you see a
filewith a . XLS extension, you know it’s referring to an Excel file, and so on. But with .DAT
files, you have to figure out how to open it yourself and it may not be the same program each

time.

For some strange reason, possibly associated with your firewall software, the file you
downloaded became a.DAT file when it should have been a .ZIPfile.

Y ou need to change the file extension back to a .zip file. 1n other words your file named tags.dat

should be atags.zip.

Y ou can change the file extension on afile by first going to My
Computer, clicking on Tools and then Folder Options.
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Next click on the View tab and then scroll down
to the option “Hide extensions for known file
types” and UNCHECK it. In thisway, we’ll
now be able to see the file extension and change
it to something else.

NOTE: Thiswill not do anything to your
computer except show all your file extensions.
This can be changed back after you are done.

Now simply right-click on the .DAT file and
change the file extension after the dot to the
desired file format, in thiscase a.zip file
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Folder views
g You can apply the view (such as Details or Tiles) that
you are using for this folder to all folders.

| Applyto Al Folders | | Resst Al Folders

Advanced settings:
Digplay simple folder view in Bxplorer's Folders list .
Digplay the contents of system folders '
Digplay the full path in the address bar
[] Display the full path in the title bar
[] Do not cache thumbnails
|y Hidden files and folders

{(®) Do not show hidden fi® and folders
{3 Show hidden file folders
[] Hide extensions for lhown file types

Hide protected operating system files (Recommended)
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Thefile icon should change to the icon representing the appropriate program use to open that file

type, i.e. .Zip in the above picture.



Now, in Windows XP, you can right-click the file to extract the contents
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Thisalso worksif you’ve downloaded or received an image, such asjpg.



